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Dear  H a r o l d ,  

You have  t h e  r a t h e r  u n g r a t e f u l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n s  on t e r m i n o l o g y  f o r  human A I D S  v i r u s e s .  

As c o n c e r n s  immune d e f i c i e n c y  v i r u s  ( H I V )  t h e r e  i s  now e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  be s p l i t  i n t o  H I V  t y p e  I and  H I V  t y p e  11. 
I n  f a c t  t h e  M o n t a i g n e r  g r o u p  h a s  a l r e a d y  s h i f t e d  t h e i r  naming  o f  
v i r u s  s t r a i n s  f r o m  L A V - I 1  t o  H I V - 1 1 .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  have  some 
p r o b l e m  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  naming  o f  s t r a i n s  and d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  
v i r u s  t y p e s .  The b a s i s  f o r  s e p a r a t i o n  i n t o  t w o  t y p e s  i s  t h e  
f u l f i l m e n t  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i u m  o f  more t h a n  50% d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
sequence  homo logy  b e t w e e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s t r a i n s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  
O f  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  L A V - I  and L A V - I 1  t h i s  was e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  f r o m  M o n t a i g n e r ' s  g r o u p .  k u r t h e r  F r a n s c i n i  e t  a l .  ( 3 -  tn.- d+hLrC) 

i n  G a l l o ' s  l a b o r a t o r y  h a s  sequenced  o u r  v i r u s  i s o l a t e  SBL 6669 
w h i c h  a l s o  shows a b o u t  43% homo logy  w i t h  H I V - I  s t r a i n s .  

F o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  I s e n d  you  some r e c e n t  r e p r i n t s  and  m a n u s c r i p t s  
w h i c h  f u r t h e r  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  n e e d  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  t w o  v i r u s  t y p e s .  

I hope t o  see you  some t i m e  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

E r l i n g  N o r r b y  
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